Trichinella larvae were identified using a multiplex PCR as described by Pozio and la Rosa (Pozio & la Rosa, 2003) . All dogs included in the study were crossbreed (hound, sheepdog), medium -weighed and mature (Table I ). Sex (male or female) was not recorded at the time of sampling.
Overall, 16 % (4/25) of the dogs were infected by Trichinella. Trichinella britovi was identified in all the positive samples. This result proves the circulation of the parasite in this area.
In Kosovo, stray dogs live in the outskirts of the cities and villages. Because of this periurban location, they can create a link between wild and domestic animals, as described by Pozio (Pozio, 2007 This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. (Murell & Pozio, 2000) . In the neighbouring Serbia, the consequences have been a 300 % increase in pig infection and a concomitant large increase of human cases of trichinellosis (Murell & Pozio, 2000) .
Human trichinellosis may be acquired through the consumption of raw or undercooked meat (e.g., pork, horse and game meat) containing infective larvae of Trichinella spp. (Gottstein et al., 2009 (Pozio et al., 2005; Boireau et al., 2000) . Horses fattening with pork scraps before slaughtering or consumption of rodents crushed and mixed with the fodder by accident are sources of contamination of horses (Murrell et al., 2004) .
Considering the high parasitic loads revealed on a number of dogs included in the study, stray dogs from the outskirts of Mitrovica probably become infected from several sources of contamination. As they are carnivorous, they concentrate the parasite. The cycle of transmission of Trichinella spp. in animals in Kosovo is not precisely known as knowledge is only partial. Further studies would be necessary, including sampling on wild and out-of-town animals (rodents, stray cats...).
In this study, local stray dogs represent bio-indicators for a biological risk. In areas where epidemiological data are unknown or incomplete, local animals can be useful sentinels for humans, for sanitary risks of environmental origin. Because there are a lot of potential reservoir hosts of the parasite, especially among wildlife, Trichinella infection cannot be eradicated. Nevertheless the disease can be efficiently prevented in humans by means of individual and public health measures. Improvement of meat control and education of the consumers (to cook potentially infected meat thoroughly) are key preventive measures. Travellers should also be informed of the risks of illegal importations of traditional meat products from Central and Eastern European countries where trichinellosis is endemic.
